MINUTES
Middle Georgia Regional Commission
Council Meeting
Thursday, November 17, 2011, 6:00 p.m.
175 Emery Highway, Suite C, Macon, GA

MEMBERS PRESENT:


BALDWIN COUNTY

Linda Fussell
Richard Mullins
Bill Millians

BIBB COUNTY

Robert Reichert

CRAWFORD COUNTY

Becky Smith
Charlie Westberry
Larry Cooley

HOUSTON COUNTY

George Slappey
Daron Lee

JONES COUNTY

Preston Hawkins
Jimmy Roberts
Francis Adams
Frank Duke

MONROE COUNTY

Edd Norris

PEACH COUNTY

James Richardson




PULASKI COUNTY

Brooks Bailey
Henry Cravey
Lee Slade

PUTNAM COUNTY

Billy Webster
John Reid

TWIGGS COUNTY

Ray Bennett
Judy Sherling
Joyce Mitchum

WILKINSON COUNTY

Dennis Holder
Cloyce Pittman
Larry Reese
C.L. Brooks
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GUESTS PRESENT

Bill Stembridge – Office of Senator Saxby Chambliss
Faye Smith – Baldwin County Commission Chair
Chad Clifford – Guest of Council Member Charlie Westberry

STAFF PRESENT

Clayton Black – Director of Program Development
Daniel Cummings – Government Services Specialist
Sharon Dawson – Aging Services Manager
Julie Hall – Aging Services Manager
Nick Kouloungis – Senior Government Services Specialist
Brent Lanford – Deputy Director
Laura Mathis – Deputy Director
Courtney Payne – Government Services Specialist
Carol Payton – Executive Secretary
Robert Smith – Government Services Specialist

CALL TO ORDER

In the absence of Council Chairman Tom McMichael, Vice Chairman John Reid called the November meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Vice Chairman Reid welcomed everyone to the meeting, and any guests were recognized at this time.

Mr. Reid asked Houston County Council Member Daron Lee to give the invocation.

ROLL CALL

Executive Secretary Carol Payton called the roll and indicated that a quorum was present with 19 voting members and 8 non-voting members present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13, 2011 ANNUAL MEETING

There were no questions or comments concerning the minutes of the October 13, 2011 Annual Meeting, and the Vice Chairman called for a motion.  Judy Sherling made a motion that the minutes be approved.  The motion was seconded by Larry Reese and unanimously approved.
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DISCUSSION OF FY 11 AUDIT PRESENTATION

Vice Chairman Reid said the agenda originally called for the Budget, Audit, and Personnel Committee to submit the FY 11 Audit for the Council’s review and consideration.  A Draft Audit was not available to the staff in time for presentation.  During the initial review by the MGRC staff, some group classifications were identified that required a change and delayed final preparation of the report as well as printing of the document for presentation.

Mayor Reid announced that he has called a joint meeting of the Executive Committee and the Budget, Audit, and Personnel Committees for Thursday, December 8 in order to review the Audit and request the Executive Committee to consider approving the document for distribution by December 31.  The Executive Committee will then be asked to request ratification of this action by the Council at the January meeting.

Vice Chairman Reid said he would like to report that these steps are not being taken because of any concerns with the Audit or any finding, but to allow the Committee time for a thorough comprehensive review and evaluation in keeping with its responsibilities and to meet the required December deadline.

LOCAL ASSISTANCE REQUESTS

MGRC staff member Daniel Cummings presented the following Local Assistance Requests that have been received since the October meeting:

The following requests for assistance were received, and Regional Commission staff is available to assist with each:

City of Macon – Research grant opportunities that would complement the downtown redevelopment plans.
	
Bibb County – Assist with implementation of the Macon-Bibb County Service Delivery Strategy.

Bibb County School District – Development of a reapportionment plan for the Bibb County School District.

Monroe County – Update Short-Term Work Program.
Putnam County – Update Short-Term Work Program.
City of Allentown – Update Short-Term Work Program.
MGRC Council Minutes
November 17, 2011
Page Four



City of Eatonton – Preparation of 2011 Local Law Enforcement Services grant application which is due November 28.

Pulaski County – Assist with facilitation of a comprehensive study on the consolidation of city/ county government.

Wilkinson County – Assessment of the Adult Education Program and the job training needs of Wilkinson County.

Town of Ivey – Assist with changes to the Planning and Zoning Handbook.

Development Authority of Wilkinson County – Creation of County map for the Development Authority and Chamber of Commerce.  The RC staff will develop a timeline and budget.

* * * * *

The following requests were received, and staff assistance has already been provided.  Ratification is required.

Monroe County Schools – Assist with GIS data file of road center lines.

City of Perry – Preparation of 2012 Municipal Trendsetter Award application to the Georgia Municipal Association.  Applications were due in October.

City of Allentown – Assist with completion of 2011 Census of Governments.

* * * * *

There were no questions or comments concerning the Local Assistance Requests, and they were unanimously approved on a motion by Jimmy Roberts and seconded by Lee Slade.

REPORT OF COUNCIL APPOINTEES FOR 2012

Executive Director Ralph Nix reported that the following appointments have been received for membership on the Middle Georgia Regional Commission Council:
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Baldwin County

County:				Linda Fussell
Municipal:				Richard Mullins
Non-Public (voting):			William Millians
Associate Members (non-voting):	Denese Shinholster
	Angie Gheesling

Bibb County

County:				Samuel F. Hart Sr.
Municipal:				Robert A. B. Reichert
Non-Public (voting):			Chuck O’Neal
Associate Members (non-voting):	Lonnie Miley
	Matt Rogers

Jones County

County:				Preston Hawkins
Municipal:				Gus Wilson
Non-Public (voting):			Jimmy Roberts
Associate Members (non-voting):	Frank Duke
	Francis Adams

Monroe County

County:				James Vaughn
Municipal:				Tye Howard
Non-Public (voting):			Richard Bazemore
Associate Members (non-voting):	Melvin Lawrence
					Edd Norris

Pulaski County

County:				C. Brooks Bailey
Municipal:				Henry Cravey
Non-Public (voting):			Lee Slade
Associate Members (non-voting):	James Colson
					Butch Hall
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Twiggs County

County:				Ray Bennett
Municipal:				Shannon Hart
Non-Public (voting):			Judy Sherling
Associate Members (non-voting):	Joyce Mitchum
	Jimmy Smith

Wilkinson County

County:				Dennis Holder
Municipal:				Cloyce Pittman
Non-Public (voting):			Larry Reese
Associate Members (non-voting):	C. L. Brooks
	Ralph Staffins 

Lieutenant Governor Appointment:	MaryTherese Tebbe

Governor Appointments:		Hill Bentley
					Neil Suggs
					Judye Sellier

Speaker of the House Appointment:  Travis Blackwell


Some of the appointments are delayed in being sent because of elections and will be made in the near term.  No action is required by the Council.  Mr. Nix said due to the fact that all appointments have not been received, the November meeting will be recessed until January 12.

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

In the absence of the Council Chairman, Ralph Nix announced that the Nominating Committee Report will be presented at the Council meeting in January rather than November as called for in the Bylaws.  Mr. Nix said the Bylaws allow the Chair to change the date of the report for the convenience of the Council, and since all members of the Council for 2012 have not been determined and reported, the Nominating Committee will report at the regularly scheduled meeting on January 12.
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The Nominating Committee will meet December 7 to select nominees.  This action is the privilege of the Chair and does not require action by the Council.

PRESENTATION ON MONEY FOLLOWS THE PERSON

Mayor Reid called on Sharon Dawson and Julie Hall, Aging Services Managers, to make the presentation.

Julie Hall gave a brief presentation on the “front end” services of the Aging Program.  The Area Agency on Aging was created as a result of the Older Americans Act and receives funding through both the state and federal governments in addition to local revenues.  One goal of the Area Agency on Aging is to keep clients in their respective communities as long as possible.  The cost for nursing home care today is between $4,000 and $5,000 per month.  With the services that are available through the AAA, clients can remain in their communities for about one-third of that cost.  This is a huge savings to the Medicaid dollars.  

The AAA also maintains a large, statewide database for those who call with the “who, what, and where” questions and has over 24,000 resources.  Ms. Hall asked that if any Council member knows of someone who needs assistance, to please give the Middle Georgia Regional Commission/Area Agency on Aging a call.  

* * * * *

Sharon Dawson referred to the Americans with Disabilities Act that was signed into law in 1990.  The intent of the Act was to eliminate discrimination and allow individuals with disabilities equal access to jobs, services, and accommodations.  Ms. Dawson referred to the Olmstead decision issued by the United States Supreme Court in 1999 and the role of the State of Georgia with regards to this effort.  The Olmstead decision gives a citizen the choice to return to the community from a nursing facility, hospital, or Intermediate Care Facility.  The State of Georgia is implementing the Olmstead agreement in part by using the Money Follows the Person (MFP) Demonstration, a $93 million grant awarded to the Georgia Department of Community Health (DCH) to transition eligible participants through 2020.  The MFP Grant was awarded by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to DCH, Medicaid Division, Aging and Special Populations Unit.  

This program is now being offered in all but four states.  It is still considered a demonstration project which is now in its fifth year.  After the first four years, the program was awarded to the 
Division of Aging Services; therefore, each Area Agency on Aging handles the program locally.  
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The MGRC/AAA began the MFP program July 1, and Selentria Kendrick is the Transitions Coordinator.  Ms. Kendrick helps those individuals who are in a long-term care facility and have expressed a desire to move back in the community.  These individuals must also meet certain eligibility criteria before they transition.  Ms. Dawson shared with the Council some of the things that the staff has had to do to transition these individuals.  To date, there have been seven full transitions, and the staff has assisted with three transitions with other AAAs.  Not all of the clients assisted are elderly; some are in their 30s or 40s.  Ms. Dawson shared stories of some of the transitions.

Both Ms. Hall and Ms. Dawson thanked the Council for allowing them to talk about Money Follows the Person.

NEW BUSINESS

a.	Report from 2011 MGRC Annual Meeting and GARC Annual Conference

Brent Lanford gave a report on the activities of the 2011 MGRC Annual Meeting and GARC Annual Conference.

* * * * *

The 2011 MGRC Annual Meeting was held on October 13 at Lake Tobesofkee.  Despite the stormy weather, there were 263 people in attendance, which broke the record attendance of 260.  The Annual Meeting provides an opportunity for the local communities, important guests, and supporters of the MGRC to mingle and network.  The meeting was successful in that regard.  There is also a brief business meeting before dinner is served.  Mr. Lanford said the staff welcomes any comments/feedback/suggestions.

* * * * *

The Georgia Association of Regional Commissions Annual Meeting was held November 9 – 11 at the King and Prince on St. Simons Island.  This event is held each year and provides an opportunity for all the Regional Commissions to meet along with their Policy Members and local community representatives.  Mr. Lanford said he would like to report to the Council on the first day’s activities, Tom McMichael was elected as Vice Chairman of the Association, so he will be representing the Georgia Association of Regional Commissions in that capacity for the upcoming year.
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The MGRC had great representation at the meeting.  The event also provided an opportunity for its local communities who were in attendance to come together and network.  Some of the speakers included Lamar Norton – incoming Executive Director of the Georgia Municipal Association; Ross King – Executive Director of the Association County Commissioners of Georgia; and Mike Beatty – Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.  Laura Mathis, Brent Lanford, and Kevin Brown led some of the afternoon sessions.  

Mr. Lanford encouraged those who may not have been able to attend to try and make next year’s meeting.

b.	Concurrent Resolution Between the Middle Georgia Regional Commission and the 	Central Georgia Joint Development Authority for Staff Services

A copy of the resolution was provided in the Council packets.  The Central Georgia Joint Development Authority currently consists of Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, and Twiggs Counties.  Mr. Nix said the MGRC has concurrently provided staff, financial management, meeting space, record retention, and other services to the CGJDA.  The auditing firm of Clifton, Lipford, Hardison and Parker has recommended that there needs to be more formal documentation to solidify the relationship between the MGRC and the CGJDA.  Once adopted by the MGRC, the CGJDA will consider adopting this resolution at its quarterly meeting in December.  The staff drafted the following Resolution No.   :

* * * * *

WHEREAS, the Central Georgia Joint Development Authority currently consists of the Counties of Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, and Twiggs; and (hereinafter referred to as the “CGJDA” or “AUTHORITY”), created by general statute O.C.G.A. 36-62-1 et seq., and is responsible for promoting the general welfare and economic prosperity of the Middle Georgia Region; and  

WHEREAS, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission created under O.C.G.A. 50-8-32 and is the responsible entity for regional planning, land use, environmental, transportation and historic preservation as well as other functions as permitted by the enabling legislation for the Counties of Baldwin, Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, Peach, Pulaski, Putnam, Twiggs, and Wilkinson. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission agrees to provide staff, financial management, meeting space, record retention and other services to the CGJDA. 
  
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this concurrent resolution shall be effective immediately upon its passage by the Middle Georgia Regional Commission and the CGJDA.   

* * * * *

There were no questions or comments concerning the resolution, and it was unanimously approved on a motion by Robert Reichert and seconded by George Slappey.

* * * * *

Mr. Nix said there are some members that will be going off the Council for one reason or another after the January meeting.  He asked that the other members please encourage those to attend the January meeting because the Council will be honoring those for their service to this Council.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There is no Council meeting scheduled for December.  Therefore, the November meeting is recessed until January 12, 2012.

RECONVENE NOVEMBER MEETING

The November 17, 2011 RC Council meeting was reconvened at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, January 12, 2012, by Council Chairman Tom McMichael.

Executive Secretary Carol Payton called the roll for the November meeting and indicated that a quorum was present with 22 voting members and 11 non-voting members of the 2011 membership in attendance.

OPENING CEREMONIES

a.	Invocation
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Chairman McMichael called on City of Fort Valley Mayor John Stumbo to give the invocation for the evening.

b.	Welcome

The Council Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.

STANDARD ORDER OF BUSINESS

a.	Old Business

	1.	Appointments to the MGRC Council for 2012

Chairman McMichael reported that the following Council appointments have been received since the Council meeting was recessed in November:

* * * * *


Crawford County

Dean Fripp – County Member
Becky Smith – Municipal Member
Charlie Westberry – Non-public Member
Robert Ray – Associate Member
Larry Cooley – Associate Member

Houston County

Tom McMichael – County Member
Jimmy Faircloth – Municipal Member
George Slappey – Non-public Member
Grady Clemonts – Associate Member
Daron Lee – Associate Member
Peach County 

Melvin Walker – County Member
John Stumbo – Municipal Member
Ira Hicks – Non-public Member
James Richardson – Associate Member
Charles Sims – Associate Member

Putnam County

Billy Webster – County Member
John Reid – Municipal Member




Chairman McMichael said all RC Council appointments for 2012 have now been received; therefore, the November 17, 2011 meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m., Thursday, January 12, 2012.  

