MINUTES
Middle Georgia Regional Commission
Council Meeting
Thursday, March 8, 2012, 6:00 p.m.
175 Emery Highway, Suite C, Macon, GA


MEMBERS PRESENT:


BALDWIN COUNTY

Linda Fussell
Richard Mullins
Bill Millians
Denese Shinholster
Angie Gheesling

CRAWFORD COUNTY

Becky Smith
Charlie Westberry
Robert Ray

HOUSTON COUNTY

Tom McMichael
George Slappey
Grady Clemonts

JONES COUNTY

Preston Hawkins
Francis Adams
Frank Duke

MONROE COUNTY

James Vaughn
Dick Bazemore
Edd Norris
Melvin Lawrence




PEACH COUNTY

Ira Hicks
James Richardson

PULASKI COUNTY

Brooks Bailey
Henry Cravey
Lee Slade

PUTNAM COUNTY

John Reid

TWIGGS COUNTY

Shannon Hart
Judy Sherling
Jimmy Smith

WILKINSON COUNTY

C. L. Brooks

MIDDLE GEORGIA

Hill Bentley
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GUESTS PRESENT:

Andrew Blascovich – Office of Senator Johnny Isakson
Jordan Chinouth – Office of Congressman Paul Broun
Johnnie Colbert – Crawford County Development Authority
David Mathews – Crawford County Development Authority
Faye Smith – Baldwin County Commission Chair
Bill Stembridge – Office of Senator Saxby Chambliss
Lamar Veatch – State Librarian and Guest Speaker

STAFF PRESENT:

Kevin Brown – Attorney
Daniel Cummings – Government Services Specialist
Laura Ermine – IT Specialist
Nick Kouloungis – Senior Government Services Specialist
Brent Lanford – Deputy Director
Laura Mathis – Deputy Director
Ralph Nix – Executive Director
Courtney Payne – Government Services Specialist
Carol Payton – Executive Secretary

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chairman John Reid called the March 8, 2012 meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Executive Secretary Carol Payton called the roll and indicated that a quorum was present with 18 voting members and 11 non-voting members present.

OPENING CEREMONIES

a.	Invocation

Houston County Council member Grady Clemonts gave the invocation.
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b.	Welcome

Chairman Reid welcomed everyone to the March Council meeting of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission.

c.	Introduction of Guests

The following guests were recognized at this time:

Johnnie Colbert
David Mathews
Crawford County Development Authority

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER

MGRC staff member Nick Kouloungis introduced Dr. Lamar Veatch of the Georgia Public Library Service.  Dr. Veatch is in his 11th year as State Librarian and Director of the Georgia Public Library Services.  He has been a member of the library profession for 39 years.

* * * * *

Dr. Veatch thanked the Council for the opportunity to speak.  Currently, there are 61 library systems throughout the State of Georgia and 405 public library branches and service outlets.  Americans visit libraries more than twice as often as movie theatres.  The number of annual visitors (34.6 million) to Georgia’s public libraries in FY 2011 far exceeded the number of visitors to many of the state’s other attractions combined.  Almost half of the state’s population has a library card.  

Dr. Veatch discussed some of the services that are available through the library system.  He also provided the most recent newsletter for those in attendance.  Dr. Veatch said he would be available after the meeting if anyone should have any questions.

STANDARD ORDER OF BUSINESS

a.	Approval of Minutes of February 9, 2012 Council Meeting

There were no comments concerning the minutes of the February 9, 2012 Council meeting and they were unanimously approved on a motion by Lee Slade, seconded by Dick Bazemore.
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b.	Old Business

	1.	Resolution to Request Georgia Governor Nathan Deal to Keep the Georgia 			Department of Transportation as the Designated State Entity for Transit Funding

Executive Director Ralph Nix said at the February meeting, the Council voted unanimously to go on record opposing the possible expansion of the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA).  The staff has prepared the following Resolution No. RC-12-07 and is submitting for the Council’s approval:

* * * * *

	WHEREAS, the Transit Task Force was established by Executive Order of the Governor of Georgia to study the feasibility of transit governance in Metropolitan Atlanta; and

	WHEREAS, the Transit Task Force report designated the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) as the federal transit governance entity for the State; and

	WHEREAS, the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) would become the applicant and contracting entity for federal transit funds throughout the State; and

	WHEREAS, local governments are closest to the users and providers of public transportation and have a primary interest in regional transportation systems; and

	WHEREAS, the local governments and regional Councils outside the Metro Atlanta area have not been participants in the process to transfer state-wide responsibility for Rural and Human Services transportation away from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT); and

	WHEREAS, a sudden shift in statewide transit responsibility to the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) could endanger the stability of existing transit systems that currently coordinate with the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT).

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission respectfully request Governor Nathan Deal to delay any transfer of responsibility for Rural and Human Services Transportation outside the Atlanta Metro area away from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) to the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) until such time as local governments, Regional Councils, and other impacted groups have opportunity for input and comment.
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* * * * *

Mr. Nix said that with all the objections to the possible expansion of GRTA, it is possible the issue may be “dead” for now.  The Chairman called for a motion concerning the resolution.  George Slappey made a motion that the resolution be approved.  The motion was seconded by Charlie Westberry and unanimously approved.

	2.	Resolution Supporting Jones County’s Petition to be removed from the Area 			Designated as Non-Attainment

Mr. Nix said the Council also approved at the February meeting a request from Jones County that the MGRC Council consider adopting a resolution in support of Jones County’s petition to remove the non-attainment status.  The Council voted unanimously to adopt a resolution and the staff has prepared Resolution No. RC-12-08 for consideration:

* * * * *

	WHEREAS, a small portion of Jones County has been designated by the Environmental Protection Agency/Environmental Protection Division as being in an air quality non-attainment area; and

	WHEREAS, this designation is based on commuters leaving Jones County for the Metro Atlanta area; and

	WHEREAS, the number of commuters leaving Jones County for Metro Atlanta has not been verified for more than a decade; and

	WHEREAS, current information about Jones County commuting patterns indicates that the number commuting from Jones County into the Metro Atlanta area has further declined from the previous low of less than one percent of the employed work force; and

	WHEREAS, Jones County is severely impacted negatively by the designation; and

	WHEREAS, Jones County is placed at a significant competitive disadvantage when compared with its neighboring counties; and

	WHEREAS, Jones County’s economic health and prosperity are being impacted because of the designation.
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	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED and widely known that the Middle Georgia Regional Commission supports Jones County’s petition to be removed from the area designated as non-attainment.

* * * * *

Shannon Hart made a motion that the preceding resolution be approved.  The motion was seconded by Lee Slade and unanimously approved.

c.	New Business

	1.	Local Assistance Requests

MGRC staff member Laura Ermine presented the following Local Assistance Requests that have been received since the February meeting:

* * * * *

Community:	Baldwin County
Project Title:	Adult Drug Court Discretionary Grant 
Project Description:	Prepare and submit an Adult Drug Court Discretionary Grant application. 

Community:	Baldwin County
Project Title:	Community Oriented Policing Services Grant 
Project Description:	Prepare and submit a COPS grant application.

Community:	City of Danville
Project Title:	Nuisance Ordinance
Project Description: Development of a Nuisance Ordinance dealing with rundown buildings and 	abandoned property.

Community:	City of Gray
Project Title:	Community Development Block Grant Application
Project Description:	Prepare and submit CDBG application by April 2 deadline for housing 	rehab.

Community:	City of Hawkinsville
Project Title:	Fox Theater Institute Restoration Grant
Project Description:	Prepare and submit grant application for repairs to the old Opera House.
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Community:	City of Hawkinsville
Project Title:	Kaboom Playground Construction Grant
Project Description:	Prepare and submit grant application for additional playground equipment 	for the Colson Park play area.

Community:	City of Irwinton
Project Title:	Grant Application for Patrol Vehicles for Police Department
Project Description:	File grant application for funding to purchase new patrol vehicles for the 	City of Irwinton Police Department.

Community:	City of Jeffersonville
Project Title:	Water Utility Billing System
Project Description:	Research and implement new water utility billing system.

Community:	Monroe County
Project Title:	CDBG Grant Application
Project Description:	Prepare and submit CDBG application by the April 2 deadline to help 	remedy the private water supply in southern Monroe County that has high 	uranium and radon content.

Community:	Monroe County
Project Title:	Personnel Evaluation
Project Description:	Evaluation of the Library Branch Manager position to determine 	appropriate step and pay grade.

Community:	Wilkinson County
Project Title:	Community Oriented Policing Services Grant 
Project Description:	Prepare and submit a COPS grant application.

* * * * *

There were no comments concerning the Local Assistance Requests, and they were unanimously approved on a motion by Tom McMichael and seconded by Brooks Bailey.

	2.	Development of Regional Impact #2250, PT Power Project – City of Toomsboro

MGRC staff member Daniel Cummings presented the following Development of Regional Impact (DRI) for informational purposes only.  No action is required by Council.
Middle Georgia Regional Commission
March 8, 2012
Page Eight


* * * * *

The proposed project is the development of a power plant and is located in the City of Toomsboro just off of Railroad Street (32.828286,-83.083742).

Specifically, the PT Power Company project calls for the development, construction and operation of an 84,050-square-foot thirty-megawatt power plant in Toomsboro, GA, which will operate by converting scrap tires into electricity.  The project includes the extension of Railroad Street to serve the project site with the scrap tire products being transported to the site by truck. 

Finding:  Found to be “in the best interest of the Region and, therefore, of the State.” 
The following comments were received from affected local governments and interested parties and are provided for consideration: 

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Savannah District Regulator Division: 
· A project of this size located in a Middle Georgia county, it is probable that wetlands, streams, and/or other waters of the United States subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are present.  Prior Department of the Army authorization would be required for the discharge of fill material into, the excavation of, or land-clearing activity in any jurisdictional area on this property. 

· Wilkinson County Board of Commissioners: 
· Wilkinson County expects positive effect from the project to include increased tax digest, added jobs and potential for additional industries.

· U.S. States Fish and Wildlife Service: 
· No endangered or threatened species are known at the specific site but there may be impacts on robust redhorse if there is any discharge with withdrawal, construction in Oconee River or other streams. 

· City of Danville: 
· Notes that residents do not have funds to pay landfill/convenience center fees for tire disposal, and a facility such as this will eliminate the nuisance of mosquito breeding ground for tire piles and be a good way to clean up the community. 


Middle Georgia Regional Commission
March 8, 2012
Page Nine


· Georgia Department of Transportation, District 2: 
· Radius in NE and NW quadrants at SR 57 and SR 112 intersections need to be improved to accommodate heavy truck turning maneuvers.
· At intersection of SR 112 and Railroad Street, radius in NW quadrant needs to be improved to accommodate heavy truck turning maneuvers.
· Need to determine if all routes (SR 57, 112 and Railroad Street) are suitable to handle the additional heavy truck loads being generated by the plant (Railroad Street currently has a weight limit restriction of No Trucks over 56,000 lbs. 
· May consider eliminating the valley gutter separating SR 112 and Railroad Street to create a smoother tie-end. 

* * * * *

GOOD OF THE ORDER

a.	Transportation Investment Act of 2010

Laura Mathis said she wanted to give the Council a “heads up” of the activities that will be taking place over the next month.  The staff will be preparing a packet of information for the Council that will assist them when they are out in the community talking about the transportation sales tax.  The materials will be delivered to the Council members by the end of March.

The local governments should be receiving a letter from the Department of Transportation regarding a meeting that will be held at the MGRC on April 10.  The focus of the meeting will be to let the communities know what DOT will be doing if the sales tax should pass.  There will also be discussion of the education campaign.  The meeting is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. to noon with lunch being served immediately after.

b.	Department of Community Affairs Mid-Year Review

Ms. Mathis said in the contract with the Department of Community Affairs is a mid-year review of the activities of the Regional Commissions and the level of service that is being provided to the respective local governments.  Ms. Mathis said she was thrilled to announce that after DCA reviewed the information submitted by the staff, they indicated that the MGRC was doing such a good job, and there was no need to meet with staff at this time.
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c.	Georgia Cities Week April 22 – 28

Ms. Mathis reminded everyone that April 22 through 28 is Georgia Cities Week.  This is a national program but is sponsored in the state by the Georgia Municipal Association.  She encouraged that the cities might possibly consider activities in a Middle Georgia coordinated effort, and the staff would be willing to help.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.	The Forsythia Festival is scheduled for March 10 and 11 in Forsyth, and Chairman 	Vaughn encouraged everyone to come and enjoy the festivities.  This is the 25th 	Anniversary of the Festival.

2.	Pulaski County member Lee Slade announced that the Peaches to the Beaches event 	takes place March 9 and 10.  This annual yard sale covers 200 miles from Barnesville and 	Culloden to Brunswick and the Golden Isles in Georgia. 

ADJOURN

There being no further business, the March meeting of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

