MINUTES
Middle Georgia Regional Commission
Council Meeting
Thursday, February 9, 2012, 6:00 p.m.
175 Emery Highway, Suite C, Macon, GA

MEMBERS PRESENT:


BALDWIN COUNTY

Linda Fussell
Richard Mullins
Bill Millians
Denese Shinholster

CRAWFORD COUNTY

Charlie Westberry
Larry Cooley
Robert Ray

HOUSTON COUNTY

Tom McMichael
Jimmy Faircloth
George Slappey
Daron Lee

JONES COUNTY

Jimmy Roberts
Francis Adams
Frank Duke

MONROE COUNTY

James Vaughn
John Howard
Dick Bazemore
Melvin Lawrence
Edd Norris



PEACH COUNTY

Melvin Walker
Ira Hicks
James Richardson

PULASKI COUNTY

Brooks Bailey
Henry Cravey
Lee Slade

PUTNAM COUNTY

John Reid

TWIGGS COUNTY

Ray Bennett
Shannon Hart
Judy Sherling
Jimmy Smith

WILKINSON COUNTY

Dennis Holder
Cloyce Pittman
Larry Reese
C. L. Brooks

MIDDLE GEORGIA

Hill Bentley
MaryTherese Tebbe
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GUESTS PRESENT:

Paul Chapman – Crawford County Commission
Chris Edwards – Clifton, Lipford, Hardison & Parker
Annie Hicks – Spouse of Peach County Council Member Ira Hicks
Matt Poyner – Georgia Department of Labor
Janie Reid – Putnam County Commissioner and Spouse of Council Chairman John Reid
Faye Smith – Baldwin County Commission Chair

STAFF PRESENT

Kevin Brown – Attorney
Daniel Cummings – Government Services Specialist
Laura Ermine – IT Specialist
Chrissy Fuller – Accounting/Loan Servicing Specialist
Julie Hall – Aging Services Manager
Nick Kouloungis – Sr. Government Services Specialist
Brent Lanford – Deputy Director
Laura Mathis – Deputy Director
Ralph Nix – Executive Director
Courtney Payne – Government Services Specialist
Carol Payton – Executive Secretary
Candice Rawlett – Intake & Screening Specialist
Bob Rychel – Transportation Mobility Manager
Robert Smith – Government Services Specialist
Geri Ward – AAA Director
Brenda Webb – Executive Finance Assistant
Mitchell Worthington – Finance Assistant

CALL TO ORDER

Council Chairman John Reid called the February meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Executive Secretary Carol Payton called the roll and indicated that a quorum was present with 25 voting members and 11 non-voting members present.
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OPENING CEREMONIES

a.	Invocation

Peach County Council Member Melvin Walker gave the invocation.

b.	Welcome

Chairman Reid welcomed everyone to the February Council meeting of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission.

c.	Introduction of Guests

The following guests were recognized at this time:

Paul Chapman
Crawford County Commissioner

Annie Hicks
Spouse of Council Member Ira Hicks

Janie Reid
Putnam County Commissioner
Spouse of Council Chairman John Reid

Monroe County Commission Chairman James Vaughn introduced the new Mayor of Forsyth, John Howard.

PRESENTATION BY MATT POYNER OF THE GEORGIA DEAPRTMENT OF LABOR

Matt Poyner, formerly of the Macon Economic Development Commission (MEDC), thanked the Council for allowing him a few minutes to talk about a new program that is available through the Georgia Department of Labor.

Mr. Poyner gave a brief background of his work and how he came to the Department of Labor.  He said he is the new Regional Economic Development Coordinator for Region 6.  He understands from the MGRC staff that his region mirrors the region that the MGRC falls under with the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.
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The program is On-the-Job Training Program (OJT), and it began December 1.  The vision of this program is to get out into the community more and be proactive.  While working with the local community in his role at the MEDC, Mr. Poyner soon found out that the DOL did not have a very good reputation in the community.  This is now part of his job with the DOL - - to rebuild and repair those relationships.  He has met with several economic development organizations since he began with the DOL.  

Through the OJT Program, money is available to help offset the cost of training new employees.  A business/agency can receive between 50 and 90 percent reimbursement of the trainee’s wages during their training period (up to 6 months).  This is a huge incentive to get people back to work and for companies to find the people they need.  Mr. Poyner said there is a lot of money available this year for this program.  It is his goal to spend the money, because if it is not used, then it will be returned to the federal government.  

Mr. Poyner encouraged the Council if they know of anyone who is looking for a job or anyone who is hiring to please contact him.  He also had gifts and contact information available for everyone present.  Mr. Poyner also provided information on tax credits that are also available for anyone who hires a vet or someone on welfare.  Information will be available on the internet in the very near future, and he indicated that he would contact Laura Mathis when it was ready.

PRESENTATION OF FY 2011 AUDIT

Chris Edwards was present to briefly go over the FY 2011 Audit.  Mr. Edwards said he presented the Audit in length to the Budget, Audit, and Personnel Committee and the Executive Committee on December 8.  The Audit was accepted as presented for distribution by the Executive Committee.  

This is a CAFR (Comprehensive Annual Finance Report) for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2011.  A CAFR is the most exhaustive kind of reporting that a government entity can do.  This report will be submitted to the Government Finance Officers Association for consideration of a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting.  This Certificate is awarded based on adherence to reporting and presentation standards.  Less than one percent of governments who file a CAFR receive this Certificate.  Mr. Edwards said he feels confident that the Middle Georgia RC will receive another Certificate of Achievement as it has for the past 16 years because this report is in complete compliance.  The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards.  
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Mr. Edwards briefed the Council on the highlights of the Audit.  The Audit has been submitted to the Department of Audits, and their review has been received with no finding of deficiencies, suggestions, or recommendations.

REPORT FROM BUDGET, AUDIT, AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

a.	Proposed Amendment #1 to the FY 2012 Budget

Committee Chairman Brooks Bailey referred to the copy of Amendment #1 that was mailed or forwarded with the Council packets.  The Committee met on February 1 and went over the Amendment in detail.  

In revenues, there was an increase of $133,801, or 13.70 percent, in local revenues.  There was a decrease of $30,340 in state revenues, and an increase of $57,945 in federal revenues.  With the increase of $53,929 in total pass-through revenue, the grand total in revenues was $215,335, or 2.09 percent.  The expenditures were adjusted accordingly to balance the budget.

Mr. Bailey asked if there were any questions or comments concerning Proposed Amendment #1.  There being none, he made a motion that it be approved.  The motion was seconded by MaryTherese Tebbe and unanimously approved.

b.	Amendment to FY 2012 Work Program

At the June 2011 meeting, the Council adopted an Initial Work Program for FY 2012.  Any time there is an Amendment to the Budget where there are new contracts/MOUs, there must be an amendment to the Work Program.  The following are revisions to the FY 2012 Work Program:

Local Government and Related Technical Assistance Projects/Contracts:

· City of Allentown CDBG Project has been added to administer CDBG award and assist with infrastructure improvements for Stevens Road.

· City of Warner Robins Recreation Master Plan Project has been added to develop a recreation master plan for the City of Warner Robins.

· Robins Regional Chamber Dues Structure Project has been added to develop a new tiered membership dues structure for the Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce.
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· Middle Georgia Clean Cities Coalition (MGCCC) Project has been added to provide technical assistance to the MGCCC in developing a community-based electric vehicle infrastructure readiness plan.

· UGA ITOS Data Collection has been added to collect road inventory attributes for select roadways in Middle Georgia for inclusion into a federally-mandated database called the Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS).

There being no questions or comments concerning the Amendment to the Work Program, Brooks Bailey made a motion that it be approved.  The motion was seconded by James Vaughn and unanimously approved.

STANDARD ORDER OF BUSINESS

a.	Approval of Minutes of November 17, 2011 and January 12, 2012 Council Meetings

Chairman Reid called for a motion concerning the minutes of the November 17, 2011 and January 12, 2012 Council minutes.  Cloyce Pittman made a motion that they be approved.  The motion was seconded by James Vaughn and unanimously approved.

b.	Old Business

No report.

c.	New Business

	1.	Local Assistance Requests

MGRC staff member Daniel Cummings presented the following Local Assistance Requests that have been received since the January meeting, and staff time is available to assist with each request:

* * * * *

Community:	Baldwin County
Project Title:	Fire Safety Ordinance
Project Description: Preparation of a Fire Safety Ordinance.
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Community:	Baldwin County
Project Title:	Adult Treatment Court Collaborative
Project Description:	Prepare second year grant application for the Adult Treatment Court  	Collaborative.

Community:	Bibb County
Project Title:	Service Delivery Strategy and Compensation Study
Project Description: Coordination and facilitation of the implementation of the Service Delivery 		Strategy, including the development of job descriptions and compensation 	analysis.

Community:	Bibb County
Project Title:	Analysis for the Middle Georgia Clean Air Coalition (MGCAC)
Project Description:	Prepare analysis for the MGCAC on strategies to improve air quality as it 	relates to projects under the proposed regional transportation sales tax.

Community:	Crawford County
Project Title:	FY 2012 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Project Description:	Prepare and submit FY 2012 CDBG Grant application by the April 2, 2012 	deadline for expansion of current water infrastructure. 

Community:	City of Eatonton
Project Title:	Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant
Project Description:	Prepare and submit LWCF grant application by the February 29, 2012 	deadline for construction of a new multi-use path.

Community:	City of Hawkinsville
Project Title:	Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant
Project Description:	Prepare and submit LWCF grant application by the February 29, 2012 	deadline for a skate park.

Community:	City of Jeffersonville
Project Title:	Immediate Threat and Danger Application
Project Description:	Prepare and submit an Immediate Threat and Danger Application to the 	Department of Community Affairs.

Community:	City of Jeffersonville
Project Title:	Boundary and Annexation Survey Update
Project Description: Update the Boundary and Annexation Survey.
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Community:	City of Milledgeville
Project Title:	United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Business Enterprise 	Grant (RBEG)
Project Description:	Prepare and submit USDA RBEG grant application for construction of a 	Farmers’ Market pavilion on city-owned property.

Community:	Putnam County
Project Title:	Memorial Marker Policy
Project Description:	Development of a Memorial Marker policy.

* * * * *

There were no questions or comments concerning the Local Assistance Requests, and they were unanimously approved on a motion by Jimmy Faircloth, seconded by Lee Slade.

2.	Resolution Authorizing the Filing of an Application with the Department of Transportation, United States of America, and the Georgia Department of Transportation for a Grant under Title 49 U.S.C., Section 5316

MGRC staff member Bob Rychel stated that the resolution authorizes the filing of an application with the Federal Transit Administration for funding to implement the newly formed Regional Mobility Management Program.  The program actually began in December, and the Council was informed of the program at the January meeting.  This application will be for the FY 2013 funding cycle.  The application will be filed with the Georgia Department of Transportation who will then submit it to the Federal Transit Administration once approved.

Chairman Reid asked if there were any questions or comments concerning the resolution.  There being none, James Vaughn made a motion that the following Resolution No. RC-12-03    be approved.  The motion was seconded by Lee Slade and unanimously approved.

* * * * *

	WHEREAS, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation and Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Transportation are authorized to make grants for mass transportation; and

	WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance will impose certain obligations upon the Applicant, including the provision of its local share of the project costs in the program; and
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	WHEREAS, it is required by the U.S. Department of Transportation in accord with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, that in connection with the filing of an application for assistance under Title 49 U.S.C., Section 5316, the applicant gives an assurance that it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other pertinent directives and the U.S. Department of Transportation requirements thereunder; and

	WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Applicant that Minority Business Enterprise (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise and Woman Business Enterprise) be utilized to the fullest extent possible in connection with this/these project(s), and that definite procedures shall be established and administered to ensure that minority business shall have the maximum feasible opportunity to compete for contracts and purchase orders when procuring construction contracts, supplies, equipment contracts, or consultant and other services.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on the 9th day of February 2012, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission Council hereby authorizes the Executive Director to: 

Execute and file an application on behalf of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission with the Georgia Department of Transportation to aid in the financing of planning, capital and/or operating assistance projects pursuant to Title 49 U.S.C, Section 5316, Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) Grant.

That the Executive Director is authorized to execute and file with such application an assurance or any other document required by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of Transportation effectuating the purpose of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

That the Executive Director is authorized to furnish such additional information as the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Georgia Department of Transportation may require in connection with the application for the Program of Projects and Budget.

That the Executive Director is authorized to set forth and execute affirmative minority business policies in connection with the Program of Projects and Budget's procurement needs.

That the Executive Director is authorized to execute grant agreements on behalf of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission with the Georgia Department of Transportation for aid in the financing of the planning, capital and/or operating assistance requested in the Program of Projects and Budget.

* * * * *
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	3.	Resolution to Prepare and Submit an FTA Section 5310 Application

Bob Rychel said that the RC is currently managing DHS Coordinated Transportation services in the following MGRC counties:  Baldwin, Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, Peach, Pulaski, Twiggs, and Wilkinson Counties.  To assist with these services, the Middle Georgia RC applies annually for a Section 5310 grant through the Department of Transportation. The Section 5310 program is administered by the Federal Transit Administration.  This year’s requested amount is $146,725.  These monies will be used only for transportation services for the elderly and disabled clients in the Middle Georgia RC service area.  No match is required.  The resolution authorizes the RC to file the application and empowers the Executive Director to sign the contract on behalf of the RC.  On a motion by Judy Sherling and seconded by Lee Slade, the Council unanimously approved the following Resolution No. RC-12-04:

* * * * *

WHEREAS, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission, hereinafter referred to as the “Applicant”, has requested grant funding assistance from the Georgia Department of Human Services (DHS) for the purpose of providing transportation service to eligible DHS Division of Aging Services clients; and

WHEREAS, this project is considered to be important and necessary to public transportation in Baldwin, Bibb, Crawford, Houston, Jones, Monroe, Peach, Pulaski, Twiggs and Wilkinson Counties.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Applicant, while making application to or receiving grants from the Federal Transit Administration, will comply with the Federal statutes, regulations, executive orders and administrative requirements as listed in Appendix A of the FTA Circular FTA C 9070.1C and as also included in Appendix B of the Georgia Department of Human Resources State Management Plan and Application Package for Elderly and Disabled Transportation inclusive; and 

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Ralph Nix, Executive Director, is empowered to sign contracts on behalf of the Applicant, and that he may sign on behalf of the Applicant any assurance, certification, or other documentation that may be required as a part of the application submitted. 

* * * * *
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4.	Appointments to the Regional Rural Human Services Transportation Advisory Committee

At the January Council meeting, the Council adopted a resolution creating the Middle Georgia Regional Rural Human Services Transportation Advisory Committee.  This Committee will work in conjunction with the newly created Regional Mobility Manager to identify opportunities for greater coordinated transit services across the region.  Since that meeting, Bob Rychel said the staff contacted each county asking that the Commission Chair to appoint a member to the Committee.  Chairman Reid will then select a member from this Committee to serve as Chair.

The following appointments have been received:

Baldwin County – Ralph McMullen
Bibb County – Rick Jones
Crawford County –
Houston County – Jake Cox
Jones County – Margie Tyson
Monroe County –
Peach County – Nathaniel Brown
Pulaski County – Brenda Myers
Putnam County –
Twiggs County –
Wilkinson County – Dennis Holder

The first meeting of the Committee is scheduled for February 23 so Mr. Rychel encouraged those counties who have not submitted an appointment to do so within the next few days so they can be properly notified.  

Chairman Reid called for a motion concerning the appointments.  Lee Slade made a motion that the appointments be accepted.  The motion was seconded by Ray Bennett and unanimously approved.  From the list of appointments, Chairman Reid designated Dennis Holder as Chairman of the Committee.

	5.	Area Agency on Aging Resolution Approving Submission of FY 2013 Area Plan

Geri Ward, Area Agency on Aging Director, stated that the proposed resolution is to be included in the FY 2013 Area Plan Update, which is required in the contract between the Middle Georgia Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging and the Division of Human Services.  Ms. Ward noted that there is an amendment needed to the resolution before submitting the Plan.
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There is no appointment needed by the Chairman to the Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council; therefore, paragraph five needs to be removed.  The Area Plan and Updates are available on the MGRC’s website (www.middlegeorgiarc.org).  The Plan identifies the types and quantifies the level of services needed by the older citizens of Middle Georgia.  The staff anticipates submitting the Plan to the Division of Human Services by March 1.  This resolution also authorizes the Board Chairman, Vice Chairman, or Executive Director of the RC to sign any contracts, assurances, or other documents as may be required to administer said program.  There being no questions or comments, the following Resolution No. RC-12-05 was unanimously approved on motion of Cloyce Pittman, seconded by Lee Slade:

* * * * * 

	WHEREAS, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission (RC) has served as the Area Agency on Aging (AAA) since 1977; and

	WHEREAS, the Middle Georgia RC has provided program planning and development, technical assistance, coordination, administration, and fiscal accountability for program services to older citizens of Middle Georgia; and

	WHEREAS, the services provided through subcontracts administered by the Area Agency on Aging have directly or indirectly benefited a large portion of the Middle Georgia population; and

	WHEREAS, the work program and services of the Area Agency on Aging are reviewed and approved by the Middle Georgia Regional Commission Council prior to implementation; and

	WHEREAS, the Department of Human Services, Division of Aging Services requires preparation of an annual plan which identifies the types and quantifies the level of services needed by the older citizens of Middle Georgia; and

	WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of Middle Georgia that an FY 2013 Area Agency on Aging Area Plan Revision be developed and submitted to the Division of Aging Services.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission, by adoption of this resolution, does hereby proclaim its commitment to serving the senior citizens of Middle Georgia.
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	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman, Vice Chairman or Executive Director of the Middle Georgia Regional Commission is empowered to sign contracts, assurances, certifications or other documents, as may be required to administer Area Agency on Aging programs.

* * * * *

	6.	Resolution Establishing the Safety Coordinator Position

Laura Mathis said the MGRC’s liability insurance is through the Local Government Risk Management Services and in going through the files for the upcoming safety audit, it was determined that a resolution establishing the Safety Coordinator Position was needed.  There are four staff members who have completed the Safety Coordinator Training in all three levels.  Ms. Mathis said action concerning the following Resolution No. RC-12-06 is needed:

* * * * *

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]WHEREAS, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission has agreed to establish the position of Safety Coordinator to establish and oversee a safety program to assist with the loss prevention efforts of the Regional Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Safety Coordinator will be responsible for insuring compliance with certain safety rules and regulations that protect the well-being of Regional Commission employees and the general public; and  

WHEREAS, the Safety Coordinator will be responsible for:

· Establishing and coordinating safety meetings and self-inspections to identify safety-related hazards;
· Coordinating and implementing safety rules and training for supervisors and employees and/or making recommendations to management regarding such items;
· Reviewing and/or investigating all employee accidents for causes and making recommendations for improvements and corrections;
· Conducting periodic safety self-inspections of all vehicles, buildings, grounds, equipment and machinery, and work practices and conditions to determine potential injury exposures;
· Documenting and maintaining inspection records and implementing any follow-up actions; and
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WHEREAS, the Safety Coordinator can ensure that qualifications have been met that will enable the Middle Georgia Regional Commission to receive a substantial discount on its insurance costs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on the 9th day of February, the Middle Georgia Regional Commission Council, meeting in regular session, does hereby establish the position of Safety Coordinator for the Middle Georgia Regional Commission. 

* * * * *

James Vaughn made a motion that the resolution be approved.  The motion was seconded by Jimmy Faircloth and approved.

	7.	Standing Committee Appointments

Chairman John Reid made the following appointments:

Georgia Association of Regional Commissions Policy Member

John Reid

Pension Committee Members

John Stumbo
Preston Hawkins

Budget, Audit, and Personnel Committee

Brooks Bailey – Committee Chairman and Council Vice Chairman
James Vaughn – County Member
Robert Reichert – Municipal Member
Charlie Westberry – Non-public Member
Frank Duke – Associate Member
Daron Lee – At-Large Member
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	8.	Proposed Resolution for Jones County

Executive Director Ralph Nix said he was approached by Preston Hawkins, Jones County Commission Chairman, prior to the meeting.  Chairman Hawkins has asked that the Council consider two items.  The first item is authorization for the MGRC staff to draft a resolution for Jones County to adopt petitioning that the very small portion of the County that falls into the non-attainment area and affects the cost of fuel in Jones County/Gray be removed from the non-attainment designated area.  This designation puts Jones County/Gray at a competitive disadvantage with the cost of fuel being approximately ten cents per gallon higher than other counties.

Secondly, Jones County is requesting the MGRC Council to consider adopting a resolution in support of Jones County’s petition to remove the non-attainment status.  If approved, these resolutions will be drafted and mailed to each Council member.

Chairman Reid called for a motion concerning Jones County’s request.  Tom McMichael made a motion that Jones County’s two requests be approved.  The motion was seconded by MaryTherese Tebbe and unanimously approved.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

a.	Discussion of Items of Concern from the Budget, Audit, and Personnel Committee

Laura Mathis said after the Budget Committee had concluded its business at the February 1 meeting, there was discussion of a couple of items that are concerns to the members in their role as local elected officials.  These items are currently under discussion and being considered in the General Assembly.

The first item deals with House Bill 86 or the Energy Sales Tax Exemption.  This Bill has a very high level of support beginning with the Governor’s Office.  Both the Association County Commissioners of Georgia and the Georgia Municipal Association are watching this very closely.  This exemption would have a great impact on some MGRC communities.  Georgia is one of the few remaining states requiring manufacturers to pay sales tax on electricity, natural gas, and other energies consumed to produce goods. In order for Georgia to be competitive for manufacturing jobs, there must be some incentive.  Eliminating the energy tax on manufacturing plants is one of Governor Deal’s priorities during this session.  Although this exemption would save manufacturing companies approximately $148 million a year, it is still unclear how state and local governments would make up the lost revenues.  It was discussed that a potential solution would be the option for counties to impose an excise tax of 2 percent on manufacturing companies.  The Committee further discussed the viability of this option as it might create disparities in economic development competition among neighboring counties.    
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Ms. Mathis said it has been proposed to phase this sales tax exemption in over a two or three- year period to lessen the impact of the lost revenues, which is estimated in total to be over $250 million -- $148 million in state revenue and $108 million in local revenue.  Ms. Mathis said it was recently announced that the Governor has agreed, as part of the bill, to allow cities/counties the option to levy a 2 percent excise tax.  Dennis Holder added that he has tried to get information from the utility companies and the Department of Revenue regarding exactly how much revenue would be lost, and he was told that the information is confidential.

* * * * *

The second item of concern deals with the Transit Governance Task Force that was created last year by Executive Order.  The Task Force was essentially created to address transit in the Metro Atlanta region. When the Task Force released its draft legislation on January 23, it was interpreted that the Task Force is recommending the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA) for an expanding role.  The Three Rivers Regional Commission has adopted a resolution to express its concerns about the possibility of expanded roles for the GRTA, including the addition of more counties within its service jurisdiction.  The Three Rivers RC is basing its opposition on the Clean Air Act and changes in the non-attainment rules.  Ms. Mathis said the Council may want to consider adopting a resolution at the March meeting opposing the possibility of being “swept up” under the GRTA umbrella.  

Ray Bennett said if this is pending legislation, he would like to make a motion that the Council go on record at this meeting opposing the possible expansion of GRTA.  The motion was seconded by MaryTherese Tebbe.  

* * * * *

MaryTherese Tebbe said she would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and get well wishes during her recent illness.  Her doctors consider her a walking medical miracle, and she appreciates everyone’s concern.  She also said she would like to announce that she will be stepping down as Director of the 21st Century Partnership.  Ms. Tebbe has accepted a position with the Georgia National Guard as Director of Public Affairs.  She expressed her appreciation to everyone for their support of the Partnership and Robins Air Force Base.

Ms. Tebbe also expressed appreciation to George Slappey and State Bank for its recent donation of $50,000 to the Partnership.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the February meeting of the Council was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
